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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES. 



Rev. F. W. Bartlett has been appointed Instructor in Hebrew in Williams 
College, Williamstown, Mass. 

Professor Alexander Meyrowitz, Professor of the Hebrew Language and Lit- 
erature in the University of the City of New York, is dead. 

Richard J. H. Gottheil, Ph. D. (Leipzig), has recently been appointed Profes- 
sor of Syriac and Rabbinical Literature at Columbia College. 

Prof. Dr. C. H. Toy, of Harvard, will spend the next year in studying and 
traveling in Europe. He has been given a year's leave of absence for this 
purpose. 

Prof. E. C. Mitchell, D. D., translator of G-esenius' Hebrew Grammar, and 
editor of the American edition of Davies' Hebrew Lexicon, has been called to the 
presidency of Leland University, in New Orleans. 

" The Holy Land and the Bible : a Book of Scripture Illustrations gathered 
in Palestine," by the Rev. Cunningham Geikie, will appear this month from the 
press of Messrs. Cassell & Co. The author has been engaged for several years on 
this work, and visited Palestine to collect the material for it. 

Complete courses in the Semitic Languages and Literature are now offered by 
the University of Pennsylvania. The Biblical Hebrew is taken by Prof. Jno. P. 
Peters ; Assyrian, Babylonian and Ethiopia by Prof. Hermann V. Hilprecht ; and 
Arabic, Syriac and Rabbinical Hebrew by Prof. Morris Jastrow, Jr. 

There has been organized at Yale University a Semitic Club, somewhat after 
the style of the Seminar in the German Universities. It will meet twice a month, 
and topics of general interest bearing on the Semitic languages and literature 
will be discussed. Special attention will also be given to Semitic Bibliography. 
The latest books in this department will be discussed at each meeting. 

Under the title, "Pen Pictures of Paris Worthies," the Jewish Messenger has 
been giving some short and very interesting biographies of Jules Oppert, the 
Parisian Orientalist. The great French Assyriologue, Joseph Hal6vy, the founder 
of the Anti-Akkadist school of Assyriology ; and Hartwig Derenbourg, the favorite 
Arabic pupil of Fleischer, — are among those who have already been noticed. 

The first lecture before the Church Woman's Institute, of Philadelphia, was 
delivered by Prof. Jno. P. Peters, in Bible Course, Tuesday, October 18. About 
one hundred members were present. The following examination questions were 
issued : 1. What is meant by Messianic ? 2. Give examples of three classes of 
Messianic passages in the Old Testament ? 3. Point out the Messianic passages 
in Amos and Hosea ? 4. To which class or classes of Messianic passages do they 
respectively belong ? 5. When and under whose reigns did Amos and Hosea 
prophesy, respectively ? 6. Give a brief statement of the social and political 
conditions of Israel at the time of Amos ? (Answer to no one question to exceed 
sixty words.) 
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In Amherst College an eclectic course in Semitic study extends through the 
first and third terms of the senior year. During the first term, by means of lec- 
tures, supplemented by prescribed readings the results of which are presented in 
abstracts, the Semitic languages are considered in their peculiar genius, in contrast 
with the Indo-G-ermanic, as manifested in their several dialectic varieties, and 
the tongues of the family are briefly treated individually, in the order of their 
literary development. In addition to the lectures and accompanying work, the 
elements of Hebrew are taken up during this term. In the third term, the ad- 
vanced study of Hebrew is prosecuted, in connection with an introductory study 
of comparative Semitic grammar and lexicography. The work of the department 
is conducted throughout from the philological point of view. 

Keil, the Old Testament commentator, has, it seems, ceased all literary work. 
He has left Leipzig, where he had been living for about twenty years, and has 
gone to live with his son, who is pastor. Keil never was professor in Leipzig. 
He was one of the leading men in the theological department at Dorpat, in the 
German Baltic provinces of Russia. According to Russian law, a professor who 
has lectured steadily for twenty-five years, may retire upon a liberal pension after 
that period. This Keil did, and fully a score of years ago went to Leipzig. It 
was there that he, in conjunction with Delitzsch, began the well-known series of 
commentaries. Keil alone continued the work into the New Testament, and has 
covered about one-half of the ground. Apparently, though, this series will never 
be completed. Keil is now about eighty, a small, nervous man, weighing less than 
a hundred pounds. He stands absolutely alone among the scholars of Grermany, 
as the last representative of Hengstenberg's school, a conservative of the conserv- 
atives. The new conservatism, which probably finds its best expression in 
Zockler's Handbuch, and in the commentaries edited by Strack and Zockler, is pro- 
gressive in character, adopting what candid examination seems to settle as the 
reliable results of criticism. 

The second heft of the Journal of the G-erman Oriental Society for 1887, 
contains an article intended chiefly for American readers. It is a searching, 
though fair and honest examination into the literary merits of Dr. Gustav Seyf- 
farth, the Egyptologist, who died in New York one year ago, at the age of eighty- 
nine. He was, from the beginning, the adversary of Champollion, and set up his 
own system against that of the great Frenchman's. German and other Egyptolo- 
gists, to a man, have accepted Champollion's system, and SeyfFarth has all along 
regarded himself as martyr to truth, because he connected with his system 
most emphatic conservative views concerning the Bible and its contents. Ameri- 
cans, who did not hear the other side of the story, were inclined to sympathize 
with Seyffarth and regard his claims as, at least in part, well-grounded. In the 
article mentioned, Seyffarth's successor in Leipzig, the Egyptologist and novelist 
Ebers, shows conclusively that the hieroglyphic system of Seyffarth was rejected 
because it could not stand sound scientific tests. He illustrates the peculiar char- 
acter and methods of the deceased by copious extracts from his letters, and makes 
a rational and reasonable argument for the prevailing and accepted system. The 
article is written in the best and most charitable spirit, and pays due regard to the 
real merits of the deceased Egyptologist. 



